Palomar Community College

Macroeconomics

Econ 101      

Welcome to where the fun never stops!

Macroeconomics looks at the way economic units interact in the larger economy.  In this course the focus will be on aggregate measures of the economy, including national income accounting, aggregate supply and demand, inflation and unemployment measures, international trade and theories of stable economic growth.  In addition, money, banking and the Federal Reserve system will be investigated.

In addition to the skills specific to macroeconomics, you will learn many common or "portable" skills.  When you master these "portable" skills you will be able to transfer them to other school or work situations.  The "portable" skills for this class include communication skills such as listening, reading and writing, cognitive skills, such as creative thinking, analysis and synthesis, problem solving and quantitative reasoning and interpersonal skills, such as social interaction and teamwork.  

The Textbook:  

Macroeconomics by MCConnell, Brue, and Flynn 21 edition custom edition.  In addition, there will be readings and activities that will be provided by the instructor.

Author: McConnell 
Edition: 21st 
ISBN: 9781260672343
Instructor Information:

Teresa Laughlin

Economics, History and Political Science Department: MD 378
Contact:  e-mail: tlaughlin@palomar .edu or (760) 744 1150 x2851

Office Hours:
Office Hours:  
Monday and Wednesdays: 10-11 a.m. in MD 378

Tuesday: 11-12:30 in MD 330

Thursday: 11-12:30 in MD 378
Virtual Office Hours:  I check my e-mail regularly, so feel free to e-mail me with a question, concern, or comment.

Assignments: 

There will be (10 point) Connect assignments on each of the chapters we cover of which only the top fifteen will count for a total of 150 points, two (75 point) examinations, three (25 point) problem sets, one (50 point) paper, and one (100 point) comprehensive final examination.    A standard scale is used to determine grades (i.e. 90% + of the points possible earns an A, 80 - 89% earns a B etc.). 

Assignment Explanation:
Connect Assignments: These Connect assignments are designed to help you understand the material on a deeper level than simply reading the textbook.  You need to complete the assignments by the stated due date.  The progress is recorded as a percentage.  That percentage you complete by the due date is the percentage of the ten points each chapter Connect assignment is worth. So, if you complete 100% of the assignment you get 10 points for the chapter. If you complete 80% of the assignment you get 8 points for the chapter.

See the Course calendar for dates.
You must have the LearnSmart code to access the Connect Assignments. At the McGraw website they allow a 14 day free trial of LearnSmart and the ebook.  Please use that if you are having difficulty finding funding for your books so you do not fall behind.

Exams: The examinations, including the final exam, will be a mix of multiple choice and short essay questions.  

Problem Sets: The problem sets are a mix of numerical problems and essay questions. I encourage you to form study groups and work together, but you must separate to write your own essays to avoid plagiarism.  I suggest that you take a xerox copy of your problem set answers to study from before you turn in the original.  If you cannot make it to class on the day that the problem set is due, you must turn it in via e-mail BEFORE the class begins.  The e-mail must have your first and last name in the subject line as well as the class number. In order for me to open your attachment, please save in a pdf format.  I will not accept late problem sets, because we go over them in class. 

Paper: The two-page paper is an analysis of the book The Common Good by Robert Reich. The book will be provided to you by the College.
Late Assignments:  All assignments need to be turned in on the date that they are due (see course calendar).  I WILL NOT accept late problem sets because we go over them in class.

Attendance: To succeed in this class it is important to attend the class regularly, ask questions, read the material and enjoy the process.  I encourage questions, comments and any general relevant conversation.  It is crucial to be engaged in the learning process.  Active learners are much more successful than passive learners. You need to arrive to the class ON TIME, turn off your distracting electronic devices, and immerse yourself in the process.  If you are going to be absent for any length of time, please contact me so we can arrange for make-up work.   Make every effort to come to class.
Additional Housekeeping details:

 I will drop the "no show" students on the first day of class; however, after the first day it is the student's responsibility to drop the class if it becomes necessary.    

I expect that you will adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity.  According to the Palomar College Course Catalog, that includes:


1. Honesty


2. Trust


3. Fairness


4. Respect

5.Responsibility

Warning:

One Problem that is rampant is Plagiarism.  Whenever you use another’s ideas or words without citing your source, it is plagiarism.  If you work with a friend on the problem sets, make sure you write your essays separately.  If your answers are too close, you will receive a zero on the assignment.  It is increasingly easy to plagiarize with the internet, but it is also increasingly easy to catch plagiarism.  If you plagiarize, you will receive a zero on the assignment and/or an F in the class. Please complete the following Plagiarism training on the Library’s Dashboard site:  http://www2.palomar.edu/dashboard/.
 On-Campus Support Services:

Counseling, guidance, & Career Development: 744-1150 x2184

Admissions & Records: 744-1150 x 2171

Matriculation: 744-1150 x2197

Student Affairs: 744-1150 x2595

Student Support Programs & Services: 744-1150 x 2177

Health Center: 744-1150 x2380

