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The development of
Jewish religion

Pharisees

B Jewiish rabbi amd his son, The lather
wiears the roumd, fur-bordered kot and both
hawa the side curls charaeteristic of striet

orihodog Jews,

During the time of the Maccabaean Wars the two main Jewish
parties which feature prominently in the New Testament
began to emerge.

ThePharisees came from those who had supported the
Maccabaean Revolt because they loved the Jewish law, They
were glad when the Maccabees won religious freedom,
because the Jews could now obey their law without fear of
persecution. But when the Jewish kings became more
interested in military conguest than in religious observance,
they lost their support.

The Pharisees tried to live in obedience to all the details of
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lr-fnz':-. celabrations. Every year
they had three great ‘pilgrimage
lestivals’, for which pecple
travelled 1o Jerusalom from all
over Palestine. Travelling in
groups, they would sing pealrms
such as those collected inPsalms
1E0-134 Each of these psalmsis

called ‘5 gong of a i

= k4.1
hecause it was uzed by peopls
ascending (gomg up) to
Jerusalem, the city in the hills of
Judes, This psalm expressas
their joy at being presantior the
festival:
I was glad when they said o
me
'Letus goto the house of the
Lard!
Cur feet have been sanding
within vour gates, O
[erusslam!
(Pealm 122:1-2)
The way i which festivals were
celebrated developed over the
centuries. Dunng the tme of (he
kings of Judah (about 900-600 520
the festival calendarincluded the
following major events.

The Feast of Passover and
Unleavened Bread

dusz 18, Leviticus 25:5-8;
1bers 28:16-25
Thig festival cocurred evary
spring (Mareh-April), Like other
festivals, twasboth a
celebranonand a
commemoration of God's acts in
story. The Jews gave
thanks for the beginning of the
barley barvest, and for God's
deliverance of their ancestors
from slavery in Egypt

On the evening of the full
mocrn, sach famtly had a year-cld
lamb sacrificed at the temple
Jerusalem. They then ook 1
home - orta their lodgings, if
they were pilgrims fram ather
parts of Palestne h-:n: thay ate
it, Litter herbs and
unleavened bread {bread made
withiout yeast], 4t the Passover
meal
Nextday the Feast af

Unleavened Bread bagan, Any

israel’ s

[+

old, leavened bread (bread with
yeaal in if) which remained m the
nouse was destrayed, For seven
days they ale anly unleavened
bread, using the grain from the
new harvest, Theunleavenead
bread also remindad tham af the
haste in which the [sraslites had
eaten on the first Passover night,
before their ezcape from Egypt

The Feast of Weeks

Exodus 3488, Leviticus 23:1 581
This took place in May-Juns,
seven wesaks alter Passover
hemce itz name. Later {1 was alsc
called Pentacost, (Fantecosta

15 Greek for 'fiftieth’ - the
fiftieth day after Passowver.) But
irwas also callad aimply
Harvest (Exodus 23:16),
pecause it marked the end of
the whieat harvest. Two loaves
were made of new wheat-

fiour and baked with yeast,
then offered 1o God in the
femple.

It was cnly after the Old
Testament periad that the J[aws
connected this festival with
God's action in their history. Mol
leng before the time of [eses,
they bedgan o moludein tha
Feast of Weeks a4 celebration of
the covenant Gad made with
Mosesa at Mount Sinai.

The Feast of Tabernacles
Lay! ""'I_.'s 23:33-43,
Numbers 285 12-36
Dewleronamy I6:13-15
In Oid Testament times the most
imperant festival was that of 'In
gathering' (Exodus 83:18, 34; ._.2|
ar ‘Tabernacles’ [Levitions 23:34,
Deutercnomy 16:13). 1
celebrated the completion of the
fruit harves: in Septemnber-
October, It was an cccamion for
danging in the vingyards, and for
great rejoicing. A later proverh
aid: ‘The man who has never
seen the joy of the night of this
ferst has naver seen real joy in
all his|
For seven days and nighits the
plgrims stayed in Jerusalem (n
makeshift huts or tents (wiich 18
the meaning of the old word
‘tabernacls’) Evenths

Tho Passover was one of the most
impartant Jewish fastivals and arthodos
Jewes, like the family in the picture, still
celobrate it today. It is & reminder of the
way in which God rescued the lzraalites
from their slavery in Egypt.

permanent inhamants of the cify
erecied emparary huts outsids
their normal hemes. These huts
reminded tham of the temporary
shelters built ol brane hesin 1 the
vineyards and orchards while
the grapes and frait ware Deing
gathered in, But tha huts
remindead them oo that the
[sraelites had lived in tents in the
desertwhen Moses led tham out
of Egypt to Canaan

On each day of tha fezlival
bulls, rama, lambs and goar
weare saerificed in the teampl
and portions of whaat- flour and
wine weare offered (o God . The
final, eighth day of the fastval
was merked by a grand
aszgrmbly at the temple, |
the p;lg:’ ims "E]:.:.[tt‘-'
homes,

Apartiro
pilgrim fest
developed
Tesament |
the three g1
celebrated

The Day of
Kippur)
Leviticus |
This festiv
September
the Feast of
dry of soler
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Apart from the three great
plgrim festivals, other feastsalso
developed during the Old
[estament period. Thesa, like
the thres greal fzasts, ara still
celebrated by Jews today

The Day of Atonement (Yom
Kippur)
Levilicus 16
This festival ocours in
prch:uEIr October, just bafore
the Feast of Tabern lrL1‘-"- [twasa
day of solemn a‘-‘l"l" i
repantance, when tf
asked God's forgiveness lor the
sing of the last year. The hi
priest sagnificed a bull for his
awn sing and for those of the
other priests, and & goat for the
rest of the people He eriered
behind the curtain which shut off
the most gacrad place in the
temple (the "holy of holies')
There he sprinkled the blood of
tne bull and the goat onthe
‘mercy-sgat’, where God's
presence was behevad lo rest,

Thizvras the only day :ithu: YEAT
when anyone was allowed 1o
enter therhaly of holies,

Afterwards, anather goat was
brought 1o the high priest. He
placed his hands on its head, as if
to transfer to it all the sins of the
pecple, The goatwas then led off
into the desert, carrying with it
the sins of the lsraelites. In this
vivid way they acted out their
balief that God forgives those
who sincerely confess their sing
1@ b,

The Feast of Purim

Exther 8:80-32

The baok of Esther in the Old
Testament talls how the Jews of
Susa in Parsia got their ravenge
on enemies who had planned o
ki1l them. Haman, the chief
mintster to the Persian king,
wantad tomurder all the [ews in
Persia. Being 4 superstitious
man, he cast lots 1o discover
when ha s}.r_:-'.l.r.‘i doit. (The name
Feast of Puritn’, comes from the

YELOEMENT OF TEWISH RELIGIIN |

use in Esther 317 af pur, an

Assyrian word meaning ‘lot’, ) Bur

thanks 1o the bravery of Esther

& Jewish girl whom the Persian
king had married — and her
cousin Mardecai, the plol was
discovered, Haman was hangecd
en the gallews he had prepared
for Mordecal, and the Jews were
able to destray the men sent 1o
kill them,

This story may have 1ts
mstorical orsgm m evants during
the fifth ar fourth century 5o, In
any case, the Feast of Purnim
which celebrated this
remarkable deliverance of the
Jews arose much later than the
other festivals of the Qld
Testament, And it wasmore ol a
garnivel than a solemn religicus
festival: & day of fasting was
followed by two davs of rejoicing
during February-March The
ook of Esther was read in the
synagogue, and the
congregation shauwtad and
booed e ary tima Harnan was

mentioned, Peopl
presents to ea
enjoyed banguets and all kinds
of entertainment

The Feast of Hanukkah
! Maccabees 4:38-58; lJahn 1028
Thiz festival — often called in
English the Festival of
Dedication— was introduced in
when the r:"mr_u-* n
Jerusalem was reco it
This followed the victory by
Judas Maccabasus cvear 1I1<—:
Syrian oppressor Antiochus
Epiphanes, who had desacrated
the temple by ofering pigs in
sacrifice to the Greek god feus

It was a joyiul [Easl tineg
etght days in Decembar. There
were sacrifices in the lemple
and palm-hranches wara carried
in procession. Hymns
especially Pszlms 113-1 1B —were
sung. Ancther praminent feature
was theuse of lights. Lamps
were lit in front of each house
the number being inoreased by
one each day until the last day of
the feast. Even today, it1z oneol
the most pepular and splendid
Tewish lestivals,
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