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An Outline of The 01d~'esta.mentStory
In approximate order of main events

APPROXDA TESBIBLEBOOK..
OF MAIN
EVENTS(BC) to
which books
refer (not the
date of
c9mposition)

MAIN
CHARACTERS

~ E~NTS jSUB jE CTS MAIN TEACHING/
RELEVANCE

OENESISl",il AdanI,~~

~
1900-1700

1750-1650

x.~25

2&-36

.~
Abr~~
Isaac. Jacob

Joseph

God is a creator; human sin
separates man from God

God can be trusted

Human stories about men of
God
God's purposes in adverse
circumstances

1280 ..
EXODUS)-15

1Ho

PharaohRarn~esll.
Moses, Aaron
Moses!A~on

LEVlTI~

,;, '.Creation of world; people
4isobeyGOd;the flood;

~onfusion~langua~esAb raham tt~v
,eIs .from Bab y lon, ..

10 Palestine
...Travels andleuds of the

'patriarcliS;J~ph rej~tedby~
bi~thers:nses to ""wer in
Egypt; f~e in many
countries

The plagues in Egypt; the
Hebrews escape from slavery
Jpumey fz:pmRed SE!ato Mt
Sinai; TenConunandInents
9!ven; tabernacle bUilt

RE!1i9!ous..dietary and social
taWs fQrthE\jews;reugious
lestivals outlined

10urneyjrom Sinai to Canaan;" ,~orah s rE!Volt
128O'-1~ ~ERS

ssible that the
whose story is in
)ok Ezra- or other
1 his lifetime (the
:::) were engaged in
i collecting these
together. This is a
Jewish tradition.
; of parts of the
)me of the
le prophets and
:alms and proverbs
lave existed much
is.
he Old Testament
passed down in
:)ns, some of which
n the accuracy of
xt. One of the most
.ese is the Greek
lich was probably
50BCforJews
:. Tradition says
roslators worked
-hence its name
om a Latin word
nty'.
)fJesus, the
ures recognized
~ consisted of the
Iks we now know
:ament. They are
:)ted in the New
referred to as 'the
~ likely that Jesus
!rs were familiar
~stament as we

!;.1OS~

PE~9NOMY

An example of God's power

God's law for aU~d;
examples of human
disobedience

Pictures of how sin can ba
dealtWith; religion to be both
serious andjoyfu!

How God leads his people;
man's rebellion and God's
judgement

Challenge to wholehearted
faith

1240 JOSHUA JoshuaRahaD AChanJ' /'.? '?

c.
)2ro-JO75 JUDGES E~. S~on. Deberah,

Gldepn "'

Stories of courage -and
selfishness

God's righteousness and
Judgement; exaxnples of
dedicated lives

1/1:00-1000 RUTH NaO1tii,~uth.~oaz

8pundarie$ pf the p~!)Inised
cCcc,c .

l!lnd; mp~ela- relating tp life
inC!lnaanc
c
c
£n~intpGanaan,~ture pf
key citie$:diVisipn 6f the land

R~ring!;ycle of c
d!$obediettce thenattaCk""

, ..~1

enemies.. then repentance. as
Israel settles into the land

c
~tratio~pflifein~e of the
judges CC

107S-'-1035 lSAMUEL!-lO Samuel 1srae! at war With Philistines;
birth of Samuel; demand for a

~~9 .
Feud between Saul and DaVld;
battles With Philistines

19$0-.1010 h-C3[ &waIidDaVid~

16f~7o

" 2SAMtJEL David JOab Absiilom...

j some additional
s called the
lese are included
~rsion of the Old
were never
::ognized in the
e other Old
kg and therefore
the Hebrew
:nodern
he Bible include
I books.
, the oral law, an
If the written
ill elaboration of
1ciples contained
::iely accepted as
ews. It caused
ashes between
1d Jesus, who
f changing the
3criDtures.

)010..910
c

1 CHRONICLES David

Example of love and devotion
to God's people; non-Jews
have a place in God's
purposes

Israel succumbs to the desire
to be like all the other nations

God's dealings with an
arrogant king and a humble
shepherd boy

Candid account of the
successes and mistakes of a
man who tried to follow God

Example of leadership and
faith; unfolding of God's
purpose for Israel

Example of a godly leader,
and how his folly led to natural
disaster

970--930 1 KINGS
2 CHRONICLES
1-9

Solomon

Reign of King David;
Philistines defeated;
Absalom'srebellion

David's wars; preparation for
the temple; lists of ISraelite
families

Solomon's reign. Wisdom;
building and dedication of
temple
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AP~ROX DATES BmLE BOqK
OFMAINEVENTS (J3C) to

which books
refer (not the
date of
9omPosition)
620 ItAGGAI

ZECHARIAH

ESTHER

MAIN
CHARACTERS ~ E~TS/SUBJE;CTS MAIN TEACHING,

RELEVANCE

'EACHINCI
~CE

465

F;~9ourag~ent to the
returned eXiles 10 complete
the temple

L if~ during ~ ePe rs~E m pireEsther.~g .
Ahasue~. Mord~al

!rnands of obedience;
,s of faith and
c leadership

400 MALA~

Lack of spiritual life hinders
natio~ growth; Visions of
God's glory

Human story shoWing how
God is in control of events

A challenge to faith and
c~~ent

JOEL LookS forward to the end of
time,ssity for social justice

lIsrael's covenant
PROVERBS

tge to obedience;
vereignty and human
bility; God's concern
ews

ECCLESIASTES

SONG OF
SOLOMON

~

Morale inJerusalem at low
i.Qb; summQnB peopl8".tQ faith
and looks forward to Day of the
Lord

Plague oflocust$ symbQlises
OQd's judgement

Wisdom relating to everyday
l~e
Ahumanis.t View of life

A love poem

Practical insight for godly
livmg

Futility of life without God

The beauty of hunlan love

wofGod'spower,
and love; the need to
I; prophecies of the

God's past aC\ion$; his
chQracter ;hmnan aspirations

AloYa1Jewrefuses to be
~ed by~pular theologyc cc c

Helps for prayer and worship

JOB A suffering man who retains
his fait1\while asking
searchiI\g questions

i dramatic reminder
love

l to turn away from
,ing

ess of G'od alongside
mess and love

to live morally
ves

,lion of ruthless
)ower

l for continuing
ss to God even when
It seem worthwhile

faith despite
ion; God is in control

-powerful

ople working against
Is The Old Testament describes an ancient

way of life but its message of God's care is
timeless.
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An Outline of The Old Testament Story (continued)
In approximate order of main events

APPROXDATES
OF MAIN
EVENTS(BC) to
which books
refer (not the
date of
9omposition)

520

APPROX DATES BIBLE BOOK
OF MAIN
EVENTS (BC) to
which books
refer (not the
date of
composition)

MAIN
~CTERS

~ E~S/SUBJECTS MAIN TEACHING /
RELEVANCE

465

930-609 2 KINGS
2 CHRONICLES
10-36

Elijah.. Eli~. and!!:
succession of kings
and prophets

460God's demands of obedience;
examples offaitl\and
prophetic leadership

760 AMOS Amos;(Jeroboam~\?f
Israel} j

I~tael divi4~intotWt;
19A9doms-north (Israel) and
south Gudah); evil kings lead

,
~lion tqcj:$feat; some good
ones bring reforms

Message ofj~geme~t against,
l~rael fo~.disobecj:i~,and
other nalions for cruelty

Message ofjudgernent on
Ninevehand Jortah's
reluctance\Qdeliverit

760 JONAH (JeroboantU ofls~el)

740-700 J$AIAH (UzziahJothamAhaZ..'."
and Hezekiah, kiri~ of

Judah)

750--720 HOSEA (propheq to Israel)

The necessity for soc~justice
based on Israel'acovenaI1:t
with God

A challenge to obedience;
God 'ssovereignty and human
responsibility; GOd's concern
for non-Jews

Lofty view of God's power,
holiness and love; the need to
trust God; prophecies of the
exile

Vivid and dramatic reminder
of GOd's love

720 MICAH (Mainly~rei~q!
Hezekiah..OfJud$)

c: cccc

The need to lumaway from
wrongdoing

626-587 JERE~

~iPP hecie,COiIce ~ Judah
besieged~theAsWrians; a
q~ to faith~d trust iitan

~gho/q¥
Picture of a: decadent society
arid of God's love for them still,
$hoWn thro\1ghHosea'sc cmarriage c

Cc

E\rophecy of exile as
c .c,."

p~~~$Jordis9~~g(?OdCC C

Cc
C C

Babyloniart irtvasion and exile
CC Cc

9U~~; ~~~;\tte~ptat. a
treanrWithEgyp1c., 7"

The holiness of God alongside
his te~demess ~d love

620 ZEPHANIAH

jeremi~;kingsjQSiah,
,:Jeh~~d

Zede~6fjuda1!i

{involved in Josiah's
rGfonnsmjUdah}

620 NAHUM

The need to live~orally
Upri ghtlives c

., cc

Denunciation o(ruthless

mili~rY power c

605 HABAKKW

Begins 605 DANIEL Daniel, hiSiriendS;
Nebuchadttezzar,
Be~ ;

593-515 EZEKIEL

The need for continuing
faithfU1n.ess to God even when
it does not seem worthwhile

Steadfast faith despite
persecution; God is in control
of history

God is all-powerful

580

538-430

OBADIAH

EZRA

~MlAH

God's people working agliinst
great odds

Ezra, Nehemiah
The Old Testament I
way of life but its m
timeless.

Blessing af~r re~t~ce is
promISed'

""': ,'"
Message against Nm~eh,
w!riCh feU~ilie AsS~ in

'~ebates juspceof Go~in
~9\Jl1ng~~ungodlyto defeat
~~'SPEiP~1e ' , '

L~e in exile in Babyl!)n; a
series of 'roheciesabout'" , ,P.?,P ??
'f1lture nations? ??",'" ,,"

"
Another exile, speaking from

-,'c..

?B~ylon,V~ions of.J~,dah's
s~te;ideIilWorship foreseen
ma new temple ,

'?, c.
,G!)d 's )~dgernenton ~dom
,,? " ',,'"

qroups oIexiles refilm to
, ,.Judah frorn Baby1on, ,

rebUildmgpf Jerusa1~rn and its
t~ple ?,'


