Solomon’s majestic temple—the culmination of all his butlding
profects—uwas intended to be the permanent home of the ark of

E | the covenant. Though nof a fragment remains foday, it stood
= | for 400 years on a hill (A) overlooking Jerusalem, With walls

| 10 feet thick and crowned with a battlement (B), if bended
e forivess chremgth with Phoeniciian elegance. Two towering pil-
i lars of bronze dominated the temple facade, while the interior
n walls of cedar were resplendentwith carvings of ivory, gold and
n wood, The ark stood in the holy of kolies (C), at the feet of
it foo huge cherubin, These were carved from olivewond, covered
e | with pure gold and had wingspans of 15 feet, Priests per- [
: formed cleansing ritwals af an enormons bronze bowl monnted
' on 12 bromze oxen (D) in the conrfyard. Aninals were sac-
: rificed on the spacions altar (E) on the right side of the temple, Solomon's Temple at Jerusalem
), to hamper an enemy. The scope of Solomon’s  human psychology—illustrated by the story of
d building program indicates that he was a very  the two harlots’ dispute over the child*—to natu-
r, ambitious man. He built with the idea that Jeru- ral science. “He spoke of trees, from the cedar
d salem was to be among the most splendid and  thatis in Lebanon to the hyssop that grows out of
y powerful cities in the Near East, and in his time  the wall; he spoke also of beasts, and of birds, and
b it was certainly an important place. of reptiles, and of fish.” His reputation for such
l. “Thus King Solomon excelled all the kings of  knowledge had intrigued the queen of Sheba.
i the earth in riches and in wisdom, And the whole Solomon is said to have collected over 3000

earth sought the presence of Solomon to hear his
- wisdom, which God had put into his mind. Every * Two harlots, each claiming an infant as her own, came to
5 one of them brought his present, articles of silver ~ Solomon asking that he settle their dispute. He called for a
h and gold, garments, myrrh, spices, horses, and sword and announced that he would divide the bahrj:- in twa,
. mules, so much year by year.” E;Wmf, ll-nali to each Ve, One woman cried out, F]]\. my

: S Rkl : ord, give her the living child, and by no means slay it,

G With a prime minister and a growing staff of though the other agreed to his solution. Solomon awarded
= civil servants to aid him, Solomon had time to ke baby to the first woman, knowing that ne mother would
d study a wide variety of subjects ranging from  permit the killing of her own child.
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