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HAT TYPE OF clothing did the patriarch Abraham
and his family wear? Was there really a King
David or a Pontius Pilate? How was a
crucifixion performed in Jesus' day?

These are questions that biblical archaeologists can
help us answer.

Biblical archaeology, the study of the remains of Near
East civilizations, is important because it enhances our
understanding and appreciation of the Bible. It rounds
out our picture of the history, customs and daily life of
the Israelites and surrounding nations.

Silencing the Skeptics

Archaeology also provides extrabiblical corroboration of
biblical events.

Consider the example of Belshazzar (Daniel 5).
Daniel tells us that Belshazzar was the last king of
Babylon. Yet for centuries Belshazzar's name was found
nowhere outside of the Bible. Historical records named
Nabonidus as Babylon's final king. Some scholars of the
last century, therefore, rejected Daniel's account,
labeling it one of the Bible's many "historical mistakes."

But in 1853, archaeologists discovered small clay
cylinders at Ur in Mesopotamia,
inscribed with accounts of the
rebuilding of Ur's ziggurat
(temple tower) by King
Nabonidus. The inscriptions
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With only about 200 of 5,000 known sites inI Palestine excavated or partially excavated, much

potential evidence of this kind remains to be
unearthed.

Not an Exact Science

I While archaeology corroborates biblical events, it
would be erroneous to suggest that all
archaeologists accept the Bible as historically
accurate in every detail.

Archaeology cannot be a precise science.
Archaeologists must interpret what they discover. It
is not always easy to distinguish strata (layers of

-' debris), to date artifacts, or to interpret their
significance. The problem: Equally competent

archaeologists can interpret the same material evidence
in diametrically opposite ways.

If an archaeologist suggests that a biblical event did
not occur as described or that it happened at a different
time than recorded in the Bible, such can be only a
personal opinion, not a fact of history.

Archaeologists have long disagreed over the date of
the destruction of Jericho by Joshua (Joshua 6). During
the 1950s, British archaeologist Kathleen Kenyon
concluded that Jericho was destroyed about 1550 B.C.
According to Kenyon's analysis, Jericho did not
even exist in 1400 B.C., the date
some feel is indicated by the

concluded with prayers for
Nabonidus' health-and for
his eldest son and co-regent,
Belshazzar!

References to the Hittites (as
in 2 Kings 7) were also once
regarded as scriptural inaccuracies.
Until a little more than a century ago,
nothing was known of the Hittites
outside of the Bible. Some suggested
there had been a scribal error and that the
Assyrians were actually intended.

The Bible was vindicated when Hittite
monuments were discovered in the 18708 at
Carchemish on the Euphrates River in Syria. In
1906, excavations at Boghazkoy in Turk~:y uncovered
thousands of Hittite documents.

A more recent example: Some scholar:! doubted that
biblical King David actually lived. But in 1993, Israeli
archaeologist A vraham Biran discovered a ninth-century
B.C. stone tablet among the rubble of a wall at Tel Dan
in northern Israel.

The 13 lines of Aramaic script on the tablet
commemorate the defeat of Baasha, king; of Israel, by
Asa of "the House of David." This provided not only the
first corroboration of their warfare (desclibed in 1 Kings
15), but also the first mention of the naml~ David outside
the Bible.
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Egyptian tomb painting from Beni-
Hasan (about 1900 B.C.) shows ho'w
Abraham's family might have dre~;ed.

11th centuries B.C.)? The roof height of excavated
houses of that period suggests the typical Israelite was
only about 5 feet tall.

Another example of how archaeology brings to life the
ancient world is the abundance of Assyrian art
uncovered in the great palaces of that empire-huge
winged bulls, monuments commemorating victories,
frescoes and bas-reliefs of battle scenes.

Such art, scattered today in museums around the
world, vividly illustrates the formidable nature of the
empire described by prophets like Jonah and Isaiah
(Jonah 3:3; Isaiah 5:26-30). The same can be said of
Babylon's spectacular ruins, such as the magnificent
Ishtar Gate, now reassembled in a Berlin museum.

Finds also clarify obscure biblical statements. For

Bible's internal chronology.
In 1990, Kenyon's work was

reviewed by Bryant G. Wood, all
archaeologist at the University of
Toronto and an authority on
Canaanite pottery. Wood's
persuasive reevaluation of
Kenyon's Jericho excavations
concluded that Jericho did indeed fall about 1400 B.C.

Glimpses of Ancienl Life

Archaeology contributes to our understanding not only
of biblical history, but also of the daily life and
experience of people in biblical tjmes-their customs,
dress, work, interests and entertainment.

How would Abraham and hjs family have dressed? In
a tomb at Bern-Hasan in Egypt, a wall painting shows a
caravan of West Semites from Palestine who visited the
Egyptian court early jn the 19th century B.C. It gives a
vjsual description of the way the patriarchs could have
appeared at that time.

What was the average height of an Israelite during the
time of the judges (14th to
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example, ninth-century B.C. sacrificial horned altars
have been unearthed at Megiddo and Beersheba.

These altars feature a projecting point on each of the
four upper corners, explaining the Old Testament
references to the "horns of the altar." The: blood of
sacrifices was sprinkled on these projections (Leviticus
4:7), and accused persons seeking refuge grasped them
(1 Kings 1:50).

Proof of the Bible?

Despite archaeology's valuable contributions,
archaeology doesn't prove the Bible true. We cannot

L ast year, I won a scholarship from the Biblical
Archaeology Society (publisher of Biblical Archaeology

Review) to dig at one of Israel's most important

archaeological sites-Megiddo.
Megiddo, about 20 miles southeast of the port of Haifa

in northern Israel, controlled one of the most strategic
military and trade routes of antiquity. The tel of Megiddo
(ancient mound or hill composed of remains of
successive settlements) covers 15 acres and has more
than 20 occupation layers. It overlooks the Plain of
Megiddo or Valley of Jezreel, long identified as the site of

Armageddon.
On a typical day's dig, we rolled out of bed at 4 a.m.

Atter a hasty breakfast, we collected our equipment
and walked up the tel to the trenches, beginning work
by 4:45.

Our crew was assigned to open a new area just below
the ramps leading up to Solomon's gates. Four other
sites on Megiddo were being excavated at the same
time, including the summer palace of Ahab and Jezebel,
and a Canaanite altar/temple complex.

Excavations progress carefully and systematically.
Working with picks, shovels, trowels, knives and brushes,
we painstakingly, inch by inch, uncovered the mound's
secrets. The items we found were charted, photographed
or sketched.

The first three inches yielded a gold Roman earring!
During my two weeks on the dig, we reached the level

of about 1500 B.C., uncovering city walls, foundations
and floors. Among other ancient artifacts, we found a
small carved lion, an Egyptian scarab and a small stone

calf's head.
Our digging ended each day at 1 p.m., when it became

too hot and windy to work. The rest of the day was
devoted to pottery washing and sorting, discussing our
finds and attending archaeology classes.

By 9 p.m., most of us were more than ready to go to
bed-to dream of more scarabs, statues, rings and coins
waiting to be found. -Dennis Diehl

Dennis Diehl is pastor of the Worldwide Church of God

congregation in Greenvi/le, South Carolina.
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