Tips for Setting Up an Informal Language Partner Exchange
· Set up a time you can meet each week.  A half an hour is okay, but you probably want to spend at least an hour work working on your skills.  
· Create an informal agenda for how you will work with each other.
- Will you divide the time evenly - half spent on speaking one language and half on the other?

- Will you select a topic to speak on before you meet with your partner?  (For example, you tell your partner you want to practice talking about your job in English, and your partner wants to talk about sports in Spanish.) If you select a topic beforehand, you have the time to look up words in a dictionary and think about what you want to say. Sometimes, when you don't have a planned topic, you can easily run out of things to say. 

· During your half of the language exchange, what do you want to do, and what do you expect your partner to do?  Do you want to practice giving short talks, and then asking your partner to correct your errors?  Do you want to practice having a more natural conversation where both you and your partner exchange information?  Do you want listen more while your partner speaks so you can practice listening?
· It is important to remember that your partner is not a trained language teacher. Her role is not to "teach" you, but to speak with you and listen to you. You should not expect your partner to be able to explain grammar or why what you say is wrong. The best explanation you might get is "native speakers don't say it that way." If you are very interested in knowing more about the rules or grammar and pronunciation, you can check out a grammar book or attend a formal class.

· Do you want your partner to correct your errors?  Do you want your partner to correct ALL your errors - grammar, pronunciation, and word choice? Do you want your partner to interrupt you whenever you make an error, or would you prefer your partner take notes while you talk and indicate your errors after?  (It can be irritating when someone constantly interrupts you. And when you are thinking hard on what to say, someone's interruption can break your train of thought.)

· What do you do when you and your partner's skill levels are not equal?  If you are a basic learner and your partner is an advanced speaker, you need to make sure what your language learning goals are and what you are willing to do. For example, as a basic learner, all you may be able to do is to say a few words, and are unable to really have a conversation.  You may want to spend your time asking your partner, "How do you say ___ in Spanish?" or you want to point to an object and have your partner tell you how to say it in the target language.  Conversely, your partner may want to speak in depth about a particular topic, like politics, and want you to correct her pronunciation and choice of words. Knowing what you want before you begin working together can prevent frustration and boredom.
