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COURSE READINGS
Baradat, Leon P. and John A. Phillips.  2015.  Political Ideologies: Their Origins and Impact 
(12th ed.).  Upper Saddle River: Pearson-Prentice Hall.

Additional readings via class Canvas site.

COURSE OBJECTIVE

Introduction to the scope and methods of political science; basic political concepts and policies; comparative government institutions, stressing the United States; an overview of political theories, international politics, and political economy.

This course, when completed, helps to satisfy discipline requirements for the Associate of Arts (AA) degree as well as the general education and major requirements for transfer to both the UC and CSU systems. 

I hope that at all times you will feel comfortable to ask questions and add whatever thoughts or opinions you might have about the given topic at hand.  I want to have a fun and free atmosphere where we can all engage in an open dialogue.  Have no fear!  Speak your mind.  Please feel free to contact me any time during the semester if you have any questions or problems relating to the class.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES (SLO)
1. Students will understand better how governments and politics function.

2. Students will be able to identify, compare and contrast the various positions on the ideological spectrum, and apply the core values and beliefs of each position to contemporary political issues.

3. Students will learn to critically analyze political behavior beyond simple dichotomies such as left/right, conservative/liberal, etc.

4. Students will reach their own conclusions about politics more often rather than simply accepting the opinions of others.

5. Students will acquire a better understanding of global interdependence.
6. Students will care more about political issues and the world community.

ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADES

	#
	Assignments
	Due Date
	Points

	1. 
	Class Participation
	Daily
	50

	2. 
	Syllabus Quiz
	February 3rd
	22

	3. 
	Citation Exercise
	February 3rd
	24

	4. 
	Citations and References Quiz
	February 3rd
	36

	5. 
	Goals of Political Science Quiz
	February 10th
	24

	6. 
	Ideologies Quiz
	February 18th
	10

	7. 
	Ideological Spectrum Quiz
	February 18th
	10

	8. 
	Nationalism Quiz
	February 18th
	10

	9. 
	Liberalism Quiz
	February 24th
	32

	10. 
	Essay Exam #1
	March 8th
	50

	11. 
	Sources and Citations Quiz
	March 10th
	10

	12. 
	Paper Topic
	March 10th
	10

	13. 
	Socialism Quiz
	March 17th
	32

	14. 
	Student Self Report
	March 17th
	10

	15. 
	Fascism Quiz
	March 24th
	24

	16. 
	Colonialism Quiz
	April 7th
	20

	17. 
	Paper Outline
	April 7th
	24

	18. 
	Democracy Quiz
	April 14th
	16

	19. 
	Writing Tips Quiz
	April 14th
	10

	20. 
	Essay Exam #2
	April 19th
	50

	21. 
	Revolutionary Movements Quiz
	April 21st
	16

	22. 
	Economic Development Quiz
	April 28th
	34

	23. 
	Final Paper
	April 28th
	100

	24. 
	Middle East 1 Quiz
	May 5th 
	26

	25. 
	Middle East 2 Quiz
	May 12th 
	30

	26. 
	Immigration Quiz
	May 19th
	20

	27. 
	Essay Exam #3
	May 23rd
	60

	28. 
	Total Points
	760


	Grading Scale

	684-760points
	90-100%
	A

	608-683 points
	80-89.99%
	B

	532-607 points
	70-79.99%
	C

	456-531 points
	60-69.99%
	D

	0-455 points
	0-59.99%
	F


GRADING AND PARTICIPATION

1. Class participation 

a. Worth 1.56 points for each session.  

b. Participation includes active note-taking and speaking during class discussions.

c. Students are expected to attend every class meeting, arrive on time, and stay throughout the class period in order to receive participation credit (no partial credit for any reason).

d. Attending students receive bonus participation credit if the professor is late to class.  

2. Quizzes will generally be available at the beginning of the week and due Saturday (11:59pm).  Be sure to check if there are other due dates.

a. Quizzes will be automatically graded and entered into Canvas grades.

3. Exams essays, 50-60 points each, blue/green book necessary, essay questions will be posted 2 weeks prior.

a. Please allow 1-2 weeks for essay grading.

4. Paper Assignment

a. Select a single, non-domestic (i.e., foreign) political party or interest groups, past or present, and write a 6-page research paper.

b. Detailed instructions for the paper topic, paper outline, and final paper are available on Canvas
5. Student Responsibilities

a. Coming to class having already read the appropriate week’s material.

b. Knowing the submission dates for all assignments, exams, etc.

c. Regularly checking the appropriate e-mail accounts for class and personal messages from the professor.

d. Regularly checking grades on Canvas for errors.

6. Assignments

a. Must use proper American Political Science Association (APSA) citation and reference formats.  Handouts are available on Canvas.

b. Must be submitted via Canvas to the proper hyperlink.

c. Cut and pasted into e-mails or Canvas are not acceptable.  Try different web browsers or computers if there are problems with Canvas submissions. 

d. Late assignments lose 20% each day.  Penalties accrue each calendar day (not class day).

i. Quizzes cannot be submitted after deadline.

ii. Incorrect submissions will receive penalties as if late: not submitted as Microsoft

WORD document, not submitted via Canvas, submitted to the wrong hyperlink.
e. Make-ups are held only in cases of demonstrated medical emergencies, religious holidays, or college business.  A full two weeks’ notice is required for appropriate situations.

7. Pass/No Pass Grading Options (for graded classes) 
a. You have the option to choose Pass/No Pass grading for this class. If you choose this option, you must submit a Petition for Pass/No Pass to Admissions & Records. This option for grading is nonreversible once selected. The petition form is available online, or from Admissions & Records. Students planning to transfer should consult with a counselor before opting for Pass/No Pass to ensure this option is accepted by their intended transfer institutions. Check the MiraCosta College catalog or schedule for more detailed information. 

8. Incomplete grades

a. Students seeking a grade of Incomplete must consult with me no later than the week prior to finals (you may wish to specify a date within this week). A grade of Incomplete will only be considered for unforeseeable, emergency and justifiable reasons at the end of the term, and only upon agreement of conditions for completing coursework. 

9. Course Repetition
a. The maximum number of enrollments for regular courses is THREE. All grades, including withdrawals (W), are included in the count. 

10. Extra credit

a. Extra credit is generally not offered in this course.  Any extra credit given will have additional instructions provided.  Extra credit cannot harm any grade only improve it if done.  Extra credit will not alter the Grading Scale either.  

11. Grade Appeals

a. Students must speak to the professor FIRST if they feel they have not received a fair grade and think it should be changed.  A face to face meeting between the professor and student is required before going to any other party.  Under all circumstances, have a clear argument as to why the grade should be changed.   

b. Grade appeals must be done within one week after they have been returned to students.  No grades will be reviewed after that one week.

c. **Please Note!**  A request to review a grade means that it may be improved but may also be lowered or simply left the same!

ATTENDANCE AND TARDINESS POLICY

1. Class attendance is required.  A sign-in sheet is sent around every class.
2. The instructor reserves the right to drop students for excessive absences and lack of participation on the part of the student.  Excessive absence is defined as missing 20% or more of the class hours or meetings (in this class 10 hours or 7 class sessions).  Students with extenuating circumstances and the ability to make up missing coursework must contact the instructor beforehand in order to request possible extension of allowable absences.  The instructor’s decision is final.  Students who stop attending are still responsible for processing the drop from the course.
CLASS CONDUCT

1. Please at all times observe appropriate class behavior and common courtesy.

a. No personal chit-chat (talking, passing notes, responding to phones, etc.).

b. No inappropriate behavior (sleeping, text messaging, doing other class work, etc.).

2. In order to ensure compliance with class policies (e.g., responding to messages, submitting assignments, complying with other class policies) students may be… 
a. Banned from using laptops and other electronics if they violate appropriate usage.

b. Blocked by the professor from…

i. Access to Canvas and its class resources. Accessing Canvas, documents, or assignments in anyway once a student has been blocked is grounds for further action determined by the professor.

ii. Taking exams.
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY AND PLAGIARISM 

Academic dishonesty of any type by a student provides grounds for disciplinary action by the instructor or college.  Examples of academic dishonesty include, but are not limited to using “cheat notes” during an exam, copying answers of another student, allowing another student to copy your work either inside or outside of class, and using work from previous semesters.  In addition, submitting the same paper to two classes is also considered cheating because the work is not original for both classes.  

In written work, no material may be copied from another without proper quotation marks, citations, or appropriate documentation.  This means that you must use proper citation formats for your papers. 

Any work of academic dishonesty, plagiarism, or other form of cheating will be given an automatic zero (0) and referral to the administration for further punishment.

DISABILITY RESOURCE CENTER (DRC) STATEMENT
Students with disabilities who may need academic accommodations should discuss options with Disability Resource Center (DRC) and/or the professor during the first week of class. 

Tentative Schedule (subject to change)

Week One 

January 30th: Goals of Political Science
February 1st: Goals of Political Science

Required Week's Readings

Colomer, Joseph M.  2004. “Political Science is Going Ahead (By Convoluted Ways) A 
Commentary on Giovanni Sartori.”  PS: Political Science & Politics 37 (October): 793-
794.

Latin, David D.  2004. “Whither Political Science?  Reflections on Professor Sartori’s Claim 
that “American-type political science…is going nowhere.  It is an ever growing giant 
with feet of clay.”  PS: Political Science & Politics 37 (October): 789-791.

Sartori, Giovanni.  2004. “Where is Political Science Going?”  PS: Political Science & Politics 
37 (October): 785-787.

Week Two

February 6th: Goals of Political Science

February 8th: Goals of Political Science
Required Week's Readings

King, Gary, Robert O. Keohane, and Sidney Verba. 1994. “The Science in Social Science.” In 
Designing Social Inquiry: Scientific Interest in Qualitative Research, Princeton: 
Princeton University Press.

Rogowski, Ronald.  2010. “How Inference in the Social (But Not the Physical) Sciences 
Neglects Theoretical Anomaly.”  In Rethinking Social Inquiry: Diverse Tools, Shared 
Standards, eds. Henry E. Brady and David Collier. Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield 
Publishers.
Week Three

February 13h: Ideologies, Political Spectrums, and Nationalism
February 15th: Ideologies, Political Spectrums, and Nationalism

Required Week's Readings

Baradat, Chapters 1, 2, and 3

Week Four

February 20th: Political and Economic Liberalism: Institutions and Practices
February 22nd: Political and Economic Liberalism: Institutions and Practices
Required Week's Readings

Baradat, Chapters 4 and 5

Week Five

February 27th: Socialist Theories and Practices
March 1st: Socialist Theories and Practices 
Required Week's Readings

Baradat, Chapter 6 and 7

Week Six

March 6th: Library Orientation
Office Hours: Student Cafeteria, 11:30pm-12:30pm
March 8th: Exam Review and Essay Exam #1
Week Seven

March 13th: Socialist Theories and Practices
March 15th: Fascism
Required Week's Readings

Baradat, Chapters 8 and 9

Week Eight

March 20th: Fascism

March 22nd: Politics in the Developing World – The Legacy of Colonialism
Required Week's Readings

Baradat, Chapter 10

Week Nine 

March 27th: Spring Break (No class) 

March 29th: Spring Break (No class)

Week Ten 

April 3rd: Politics in the Developing World – The Legacy of Colonialism
April 5th: Politics of the Developing World - Democracy
Required Week's Readings

Baradat, Chapter 11

Bell, Duncan.  2013. “Ideologies of Empire.” In The Oxford Handbook of Political Ideologies, 
eds. Michael Freeden and Marc Stears, NY: Oxford University Press. Oxford Handbooks 
Online (accessed September 27, 2017).

Duara, Prsenjit.  2011. “Modern Imperialism.”  In The Oxford Handbook of World History, ed. 
Jerry H. Bentley, NY: Oxford University Press.  Oxford Handbooks Online (accessed 
September 27, 2017).
Week Eleven
April 10th: Politics of the Developing World - Democracy
April 12th: Politics in the Developing World – Revolution and Revolutionary Movements
Office Hours: 8:00-9:00am, Student Cafeteria

Haynes, Jeff.  2001. “The Third Wave of Democracy.”  Democracy in the Developing World, 
Malden, MA: 
Polity Press.  

Haynes, Jeff.  2001. “Democratic Transitions and Structured Contingency.”  Democracy in the 
Developing World, Malden, MA: Polity Press.

Week Twelve

April 17th: Politics in the Developing World – Revolution and Revolutionary Movements
Office Hours: Student Cafeteria, 11:30pm-12:30pm
April 19th: Exam Review and Essay Exam #2 

Required Week's Readings

Goodwin, Jeff and René Rojas.  2015. “Revolutions and Regime Change.”  In The Oxford 
Handbook of Social Movements, eds. Donatella Della Porta and Mario Diani, NY: Oxford 
University Press. Oxford Handbooks Online (accessed September 27, 2017).

Pincus, Steven.  2009. “Rethinking Revolutions: a Neo-Tocquevillian Perspective.”  In The 
Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics, eds. Carles Boix and Susan C. Stokes, NY: 
Oxford University Press.  Oxford Handbooks Online (accessed September 27, 2017).

Week Thirteen

April 24th: Politics of the Developing World – Economic Development
April 26th: Politics of the Developing World – Economic Development
Required Week's Readings

Eichengreen, Barry.  2008. “European Integration.”  In The Oxford Handbook of Political 
Economy, eds. eds. Donald A. Wittman and Barry R. Weingast, NY: Oxford University 
Press. Oxford Handbooks Online (accessed December 27, 2017).

Lake, David A.  2008. “International Political Economy: A Maturing Interdiscipline.”  In The 
Oxford Handbook of Political Economy, eds. Donald A. Wittman and Barry R. Weingast, 
NY: Oxford University Press. Oxford Handbooks Online (accessed December 27, 2017).

Week Fourteen

May 1st: Politics of the Developing World – The Middle-East
May 3rd: Politics of the Developing World – The Middle-East
Required Week's Readings

Browers, Michaelle L. 2013.  “Islamic Political Ideologies.”  In The Oxford Handbook of 
Political Ideologies, eds. Michael Freeden and Marc Stears, NY: Oxford University 
Press.  Oxford Handbooks Online (accessed September 27, 2017).

DeFronzo, James.  2011. “Islamic Revolutionary Movements.”  Revolutions and Revolutionary 
Movements, Boulder, CO: Westview Press.

Sadowski, Yahya.  2006. “Political Islam: Asking the Wrong Questions?”  Annual Review of 
Political Science 9 (June): 215-240.

Week Fifteen

May 8th: Politics of the Developing World – The Middle-East
May 10th: Immigration
Required Week's Readings

Dugan, Laura.  2011. “Terrorism.”  In The Oxford Handbook of Crime and Public Policy, ed. 
Michael Tonry, NY: Oxford University Press.  Oxford Handbooks Online (December 28, 
2017).

Pape, Robert A.   2003. “The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism.”  American Political Science 
Review 97 (August): 343-361.

Week Sixteen

May 15th: Immigration

May 17th: Feminist Theory
Required Week's Readings

Huntington, Samuel P.  2004. “The Hispanic Challenge.”  Foreign Policy 141 (March-April): 


30-45.

Reimers, David.  2012. “Explaining Migration Policy: Historical Perspectives.”  In Oxford 
Handbook of the Politics of International Migration, eds. Marc. R. Rosenblum and 
Daniel J. Tichenor, NY: Oxford University Press.  Oxford Handbooks Online (accessed 
September 6, 2017).

Rosenblum, Marc R. 2012.  “Mexico-U.S. Migration Policy: Historical Review and 
Contemporary Challenges.”  In The Oxford Handbook of Mexican Politics, ed. Roderic 
Ai Camp, NY: Oxford University Press.  Oxford Handbooks Online (accessed September 
2, 2017).
Week Seventeen
May 22nd: Feminist Theory
Office Hours: Student Cafeteria, 11:30pm-12:30pm
May 24th: Exam Review and Essay Exam #3
Required Week's Readings

Baradat, Chapter 12
Chambers, Clare.  2013. “Feminism.”  In The Oxford Handbook of Political Ideologies, eds. 
Michael Freeden and Marc Stears, NY: Oxford University Press.  Oxford Handbooks 
Online (accessed September 27, 2017).

Dhamoon, Rita Kaur. 2013. “Feminisms.”  In The Oxford Handbook of Gender and Politics, eds. 
Georgina Waylen, Karen Celis, Johanna Kantola, and S. Laurel Weldon, NY: Oxford 
University Press. Oxford Handbooks Online (accessed December 10, 2017)
** Please read and sign the following statement if after reading the entire syllabus and you decide to stay in this course. **

I have carefully read the entire syllabus for POSC 100, Introduction to Political Science, taught by Professor Gary Castañeda.  I understand the course policies and expectations and assume responsibility for knowing each of the following:

1. Class attendance and tardiness policies.

2. Class conduct expectations (behavior).

3. Class assignment and grading policies. 

4. Class assignment and exam dates (i.e., the due dates for everything).

5. Penalties for late, un-submitted, or improperly done work.  

6. Campus and class policies regarding academic honesty and plagiarism.

By signing this agreement, I agree to abide by the policies as stated in the syllabus.

Signature
: ____________________________________ 


                                                          Sign

Print Name
: ____________________________________



                                  Print



             

Date 

: ____________________________________

                                                          Date
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