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Freelance Writer, 1993-Present* 
 
1993 “Mourning Dove,” Standard Magazine, May 1993  

 “For Such is Thy Peculiar Work,” Poet’s Pen, Fall 1993  
  

1994 “Old Friend, Awake,..” Poet’s Pen, Spring 1994  
 “You Get a Sense Sometimes” Poet’s Pen, Spring, 1994  
 “The Light,” Poet’s Pen, Summer 1994  
 “Africanized Bees Pose Danger,” Times Advocate, May 16, 1994 
 “Bee Alert,” San Diego Union-Tribune, May 19, 1994  
 “Bedeviled by Halloween,” Los Angeles Times, October 17, 1994 
 “What Motivates Abortion Opponents?” San Diego Union-Tribune, Dec. 29, 

1994  
  

1995  “Testing the Marriage Waters,” San Diego Union-Tribune, May 25, 1995  
 “Sticks and Stones and Homophobes,” Los Angeles Times, July 9, 1995 
 “Bedeviled by Halloween” (reprint), Rancho Bernardo Sun, October 1995  
 “Name Calling with a Purpose?” Disciple Journal, Sept/Oct, 1995  
 “Jury of Peers,” Rancho Bernardo Sun, November 1995  
 “When Your Child Tunes You Out,” Parent Life Magazine, November 1995  
 “Portrait of Christ,” Focus on the Family, December, 1995  
  

1996  “Learning Logical Sequencing,” Parent Life Magazine, January, 1996  
 “The Significance of a Significant Other,” Focus on the Family, February, 1996  
 “A Step Away,” San Diego Union-Tribune, February 8, 1996  
 “My Child Won’t Listen!” Christian Parenting Today, March/April, 1996  
 “A Step Away” (reprint), Rancho Bernardo Sun, February, 1996  
 “Name Calling with a Purpose” (reprint), The Lookout, March 1996  
 “The Politics of Shame and Skullduggery,” Rancho Bernardo Sun, March 1996  
 “Abortion: A Difficult Topic for Christians,” San Diego Union-Tribune, April 

18, 1996  
 “Same Address, No Wedding Ring” (reprint), The Lookout, May 5, 1996  
 “The Once-a-Month Blues—PMS,” Focus on the Family, May 1996 (“ghosted” 

for Stephanie Bender)  
 “Towards a Consensus on Abortion,” The Lookout, June 2, 1996  
 “A Boy and his Stick,” Rancho Bernardo Sun, May, 1996  
 “Name-Calling with a Purpose” (reprint), Southern California Christian Times, 

July, 1996  
 “Please Pass the Manners,” Focus on the Family, August, 1996  
 “One-Sided Debates Can Never be Won,” Rancho Bernardo Sun, August, 1996 
 “Name-Calling with a Purpose” (reprint), Psychology for Living, September, 

1996  
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 “Of Mincemeat and Manners,” Parent Life, November, 1996  
 “Who Elects Whom to Office?” Rancho Bernardo Sun, October, 1996  
 “One of Those Days,” Focus on the Family, November, 1996  
 “You Want to Know What?” Christian Parenting Today, November/December, 

1996  
 “Fine Dining,” Christian Parenting Today, November/December, 1996  
  

1997  “Living with Early Risers,” Parent Life, January, 1997  
 “Small Groups,” Focus on the Family, January, 1997  
 “Clubs, Cliques, and Peer Groups,” Focus on the Family, February, 1997  
 “The Mourning Dove” (reprint), Parent Life, March, 1997  
 “Who’s in Charge?” Christian Parenting Today, March/April, 1997  
 How to Build Teamwork in your Family (guidebook for Family University, co-

authored with Paul Lewis and Thom Black), Zondervan, May 1997  
 “No Strings Attached,” Christian Parenting Today, May/June, 1997  
 “If the Scarlet Letter Fits,” The Lookout, July, 1997  
 “Growing Up in the Age of Choice,” The Lookout, November 9, 1997  
 In The Christian Dad’s Answer Book (edited by Mike Yorkey, published by 

Chariot Victor, 1997). “PMS: How Husbands Can Manage Mood Swings” 
(ghost-written for Stephanie Bender) and “The Significance of a Significant 
Other”   

  
1998  “Tell Me the Truth: Are You Lying?” Parent Life, February, 1998  

 “History 101: Pass the Popcorn, Please,” San Diego Union-Tribune, April 16, 
1998 

 “When Grandpa Sam Let Go” (children’s fiction), Spider Magazine, June, 1998  
 “Are We Doing Too Much?” Christian Parenting Today, May/June, 1998  
 “But I Didn’t Do Anything Wrong!” Christian Parenting Today, Sept/Oct, 1998  
 “Music to Your Ears,” Christian Parenting Today, Nov/Dec, 1998  
 “My Child Was Abducted,” Today’s Christian Woman, Nov/Dec, 1998 (by 

Gloria Matthews, as told to Elaine Minamide)  
  

1999  “Overcoming Shyness,” Christian Parenting Today, Jan/Feb, 1999  
 “Overcommitted Moms,” Focus on the Family, February, 1999  
 “Winter, Southern California Style,” San Diego Union-Tribune, February 25, 

1999  
 “When Your Child Rejects You,” Christian Parenting Today, July/August, 

1999  
 “A Reason to Turn the Light On,” Good News, Etc. September, 1999  
 “This Halloween, Turn the Porch Lights On,” Southern California Christian 

Times, September, 1999 
 “Liar, Liar,” Christian Parenting Today, Sept/Oct, 1999  
 “Why Your Teen Still Needs Hugs,” Christian Parenting Today, Sept/Oct, 

1999  
 In Quiet Whispers from God’s Heart to Men, “ghost-written” for Steve Farrar 

(“Security: Reality or Illusion;” “A Matter of Minutes;” “Amazing Faith;” “A 
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Well-Scrubbed Soul;” “Caviar Moments”), published by J. Countryman (a 
division of Thomas Nelson), 1999.  

 In The Christian Mom’s Answer Book, edited by Mike Yorkey, published by 
Chariot Victor (“Please Pass the Manners,” “Small Groups Pay Big Dividends,” 
“There Will be No Hangers in Heaven,” “One of These Days”)  

 “Who’s Afraid of Y2K? How to Calm Your Kids’ Fears Amid the Hype,” 
Christian Parenting Today, Nov/Dec, 1999 

 In Your Fabulous 50’s, edited by Mike Yorkey, published by Cook Publishing 
(excerpts from selected articles), 1999  

  
2000  “Taboo Grief: Men and Abortion,” Focus on the Family, January, 2000 

 “It’s Mine!” Christian Parenting Today, Jan/Feb, 2000 
 “It is Well With My Soul,” in Chicken Soup for the Christian Family Soul, 

Health Communications, Inc., March 2000  
 “The Power of Praise,” Christian Parenting Today (co-authored), May/June, 

2000  
 “Pass the Popcorn, Please” (reprint), in The Writer’s Response: A Reading-

Based Approach to College Writing, by Stephen McDonald and William 
Salomone (Wadsworth, 2000).  

  
2001 “Home Alone,” Christian Parenting Today, May/June, 2001  

 “Living With Early Risers” (reprint), Parent Life, June, 2001  
 “Oops Solutions” (in AtFamilies.Com (Mike Yorkey, Editor)  
  

2002 Great Comebacks from Ostomy Surgery,” by Rolf Benirschke, with Elaine 
Minamide, Rolf Benirschke Enterprises, 2002  
 

 “Impressionable Minds,” Focus on the Family, August, 2002  
  

2003 “Taboo Grief: Men and Abortion,” The Wesleyan Advocate, January, 2003  
  

2005 How to Cope with Death and Dying (AtIssues book editor), Greenhaven Press, 
2005  

  
2006 Should Medical Marijuana be Made Legal?” (AtIssues book editor), 

Greenhaven Press, 2006  
  

2009 Embracing Life: Great Comebacks from Ostomy Surgery (II), by Rolf 
Benirschke, with Elaine Minamide, Rolf Benirschke Enterprises.  

 


